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Synopsis

In November 1941, about 100 university students began their short-term compulsory military training
with the 15th Infantry Battalion. Most were aged 19-22, had daytime jobs and were evening or
external students from the arts, commerce and law faculties. They were ambitious, hard-working
young men anxious to make their way in the world. Their compulsory military training was due to
end on 4 February 1942 and the students would then be released to return to their jobs and
continue their part-time studies. The outbreak of the Pacific War on 7 December changed
everything. In April 1942, the 15th Battalion was given 24 hours’ notice to move from Caloundra to
Townsville. In January 1943 the Battalion went to New Guinea to take part in the Salamaua and Lae
campaigns and did not return to Brisbane until July 1944. In November it was sent to fight in
Bougainville. The Battalion finally returned home in January 1946 and most returned to resume their
studies and jobs within the community. This book tells the story of those Queensland University
students of "U’ Company, 15th Battalion during its brief existence. It covers their wartime service in
all its tragedy and triumph and how they resumed their lives, studies and careers once the war was
over. Most regard themselves as being very fortunate - to have survived the war, to have learned to
cope with adversity, to have learned the importance of getting on with life in spite of insurmountable
obstacles and in having been able to make the most of opportunities that arose. They have been

fortunate to find a life beyond adversity.
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Customer Reviews



Superb biopic of a specific group of young men from Queensland University who found themselves

caught up in the worst conflict in world history. (Books Monthly)

William (Bill) Park was born in Brisbane in 1920 and served during World War Il in infantry and
cipher units of the Australian Army. After the war, he completed his commerce degree and spent the
next 50 years in the business world. He is actively involved in many business and professional
associations and charitable organisations for which he was awarded The Order of the British Empire
A¢a -a ce Commander (CBE) and Member of the Order of Australia (AM). After retirement, he
became interested in military history and in particular the World War Il Nominal Roll, the official
website listing those who served in that conflict. He graduated from the University of Queensland in

2009 with a M. Phil in Journalism for his thesis, later published, about the World War 1l Nominal Roll.
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